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TAKING LIBERTIES 


NEWS that the National Council for Civil Liberties has been assisting the 
National Front in its complaints against recent actions by the police is profoundly 
disturbing. The NF have, it seems, been helped in making two separate 
complaints. The first concerns the police response to their attempted anti-Irish 
march in Wakefield in February. The second is over the recent raids on leading 
NF members’ homes during investigations into the publication of racist 
literature. 

The NCCL’s new General Secretary told The Guardian that ‘‘We advised the 
NF as to their legal rights. It took a deal of soul searching and I had to dig deep 
into my civil liberties instincts’’. So deep, it would appear, that he lost sight of the 
wood for the trees. He appears oblivious, for example, to the outcome of the 
widespread public debate on whether fascist and racist groups should be accorded 
democratic rights, which raged during the massive anti-NF campaigns of the late 
1970s. That debate was resolved then, unequivocally and with enormous public 
support, in favour of the rights of black people and their communities to live in 
peace, free from violence, intimidation and harassment. Extending absolute 
freedoms to the NF to march or to proselytise, which Mr Gostin appears to 
support, leads inexorably to the denial of those fundamental rights to ethnic 
minorities, already on the receiving end of so much violence, harassment and 
discrimination in so many other ways. 

It is simply perverse to prioritise above their right to live in peace the question- 
able right of fascists (themselves no lovers of democracy) to organise and 
propagate hatred and violence. 

According to The Guardian, Mr Gostin, in searching for his soul, drew upon 
the experience of the American Civil Liberties Union, which campaigned for the 
right of the American Nazi Party to march through the predominantly Jewish 
suburb of Skokie in Chicago, populated by many former concentration camp 
prisoners. He omitted to mention, however, that this absurd action by the ACLU 
leadership bitterly divided the organisation, led to wholesale resignations and 
withdrawals of support by minority organisations, and came close to destroying 
the ACLU. In fact, the ACLU never fully recovered from the consequences of its 
own folly. 

Mr Gostin risked, in taking such a benevolent attitude towards the NF, being 
remembered as a gravedigger of the NCCL. Already the response from many 
affiliates and members has been one of shock and outrage, and we know that 
disaffiliation has been considered in many quarters. When it is remembered that 
the NCCL’s recent attitude towards, for instance, black and Asian defence 
campaigns has been, to put it mildly, somewhat muted, it is not at all surprising 
that black organisations are asking themselves if they can rely at all on ‘white 
liberals’. 

Sometimes, it is true, resolving civil liberties issues involves difficult dilemmas 
and hard choices. But not in this case. The choice is simple: do we stand by the 
rights of minority communities to live free from intimidation and violence, or do 
we stand by the fascists’ rights to organise intimidation and violence? We know 
where we stand and so does the majority of NCCL members. As we go to press 
we are heartened by the news that delegates to the NCCL AGM have voted to ban 
all future help to organisations of a racist or fascist nature. This decision was 
taken despite the protests of Mr Gostin and former NCCL General Secretary 
Patricia Hewitt. 
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and one in various 
st marches and parades. 
One of Martin Webster’s last big 
outings | the Front was his 
Coleraine meeting where, along 
with Anderson and Pearce, he 
appeared to threaten everything 
just short of full scale nuclear 
war against their enemies on 
oath sides of the Irish Sea. 
Through the good offices of Steven 
Brady, well known safehouser of 
terrorists and one time League of St 
George international liaison officer, a 
number of Ulster doors have been 
opened to the Front. Many believe that 
this has been on a tit-for-tat basis 
because Brady has offered to put UDA 


leaders like Andy Tyrie in touch with . 


hard line European nazi groups with 
paramilitary connections. 

Of course the NF started at a certain 
disadvantage. In the early ’70s it was 
widely suggested that Martin Webster 
had ‘shopped’ several leading UDA and 
UVF officers in mainland Britain who 

vere also in the NF. some of these men 


received long prison sentences and at 
one stage a contract was said to have 


been put out on Webster. The job of 
carrying it out was placed in the hands 
of a close personal friend of Steven 
Brady. The contract was later 
mysteriously called off. To add to the 
confusion, both Webster and Brady 
were born Catholics, so the idea of the 
Front doing any sort of deal with the 
Loyalist camp seemed a million miles 
away. This might have appeared even 
less likely since the ousting of Webster, 
with the promotion to the Front’s 
hierarchy of some very hard line 
Catholics like Derek Holland. He 
believes that the Inquisition was a good 
thing and should be revived. 

But credit where it is due. These lads 
are real tryers and off to Northern 
Ireland they went to march around. 
Some of their members did not even 
know where they were as they had their 
heads stuck in bags of glue for most of 
the parades. 

Recently, in a further effort to 
ingratiate themselves with the leaders of 
the Loyalist movement the Front leaders 
tried to go a bit up market. Late last year 
Nationalism Today, the monthly journal 
of the NF, interviewed Hugh Smyth, an 
Ulster politician with a long record of 
activities in the Loyalist camp. Today he 
is Deputy Lord Mayor of Belfast. He 
was not too keen to give them the 
interview but agreed on the promise that 
it would be run in its entirety. He was 


told it would appear in the January or 


February issue of the magazine. But 
clearly the interview did not go the way 
they so naively expected it to, and some 
time later the NF contacted Smyth’s 
office to ask if they could shorten it. No, 
they were told, it was all or nothing. 
After some time Smyth realised that they 
had got cold feet; all sorts of pro-Ulster 
material was appearing, and daring 
accounts of their attacks on ‘Troops 
Out’ activities in Britain featured 
prominently. But still no Hugh Smyth 
interview. 

Eventually a Belfast newspaper, the 


_ Sunday News, wrote the story up, 


headlined it ‘‘Censored by the NF’’, 
and, to add insult to injury, quoted a 
Searchlight spokesperson who had 
explained to them that the NF had no 
interest in genuine nationalism at all, 
and said that Searchlight would be 


_ prepared to run the interview the Front 


was scared of printing, to show the 
people of Northern Ireland how devious 
the Front is. 





Derek Holland. 


We reproduce on page 4 the answers. 
the NF was not prepared to let its 
readers see. 

On a more sinister level the Front’s 
Northern Ireland connection has been 
exposed as part of a Protestant extremist 
‘Doomsday plan’ for the province. For 
the last nine months training has been — 
taking place at a farm in Derry involving 
members of the UDA, Democratic 
Unionist Party and the National Front. 
Instruction is being given by at least one _ 
former British Army Officer thought to | 
be in his 40s, and from ten to twenty 
members of each group are being — 
organised into half a dozen brigades 


which would come together if they | 


thought a Doomsday solution was called _ 
for. Part of the sinister scenario is the 
idea of a provisional Ulster government 
—— this has been on the shelf for the last 
ten years. 
The UDA has recently sent people as 
far away as South Africa to raise funds 


and drum up support, and frequent | 


visits to UDA commanders in mainland 


_ Britain are taking place. Some of the 


officers on the. mainland are known to 
hold fairly hardline right-wing views. 
Andy Tyrie recently told a Northern 
Ireland newspaper that a string of 
legitimate businesses had been set up to 
finance the activities of the new 
organisation. 

The weapons with which the men are 
being trained are Ingram sub-machine 
guns, Garand and Armalite rifles and 
Russian made hand grenades. Some of 
the recruits were amazed when they | 
received fieldcraft and survival training, — 
as they thought all the battles, if and | 
when they come, would be in an urban 
guerrilla situation. They are said to have - 


seen the point of the exercises when no 


were told that the actions might be 
carried out in the traditional ‘‘ban 
country” 

coupled with the paramilitar 

the Front has been undert 
Britain, makes for a very threatening © 
prospect in the none too distant future. 
It is said, though, that Loyalist _ 





_ intelligence officers are questioning t 


wisdom of such close taro) with 


_ people from an organisation v 
_ grassed up their supporte: 


| Rough Ride : 


_ The Front intends to keep up ts pu 


image in Ulster with a march set fc 


- Coleraine, but some sources predict t 
_ it may be transferred to Derry atthe last 
moment. Even on this front the NF may — 

be in for a very rough ride, with local _ 


June. So far members have been told 0 
ho —— * ‘It has been around a exp 
_ 2 and will still be around after i 


that they will again be marching throu 


| hat can be ‘ae ie defeat Trish 


Trades Councils, the Labour Party and 2 vi 


the Jewish and Asian communities 
standing by to oppose their visit. 


But the coup de grace may have come 
from within the Loyalist camp itself i in 


the form of the following statement | 
John McMichael, a leader of the iL 


” hate fascism” 


“We will not be supporting the Me 


march. There is no chance of a link-up 


"years of de. 





‘thinks that ee : 


between the UDA and the National — 


Front. | hate fascism. If this organisation 


ever became involved with the National . 


Front, | would leave it. 


“Ulster people have problems of their 
own and the National Front are not || 


going to solve the problems of Ulster. 


MeMichael has since announced that 


he is launching a full inquiry to see if 


there is any truth in claims of NF links 


with the UDA. 


Kicking 
into the 
headlines 
— or the 
nick... 


4 


lan Anderson: middle class wally? 
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_ nationalist and the oo which i 


When the National Front was a year 
old and Martin Webster was in his 
political ascendency as the Front’s 
national activities organiser, he told a 
local paper that ‘‘the National Front 
would kick its way into the headlines’’. 
This very blunt statement came in the 
wake of a series of assaults, smoke 
bombings of film shows, pickets and 
attempts to either halt or demand 
participation in meetings which the 
Front had not been invited to join. On 
most occasions however the NF heroes 
were only prepared to attack ‘‘soft 
targets’’ like Quakers, Church 
meetings, cinema audiences in the dark 
or pacifists. 


But now Webster is gone and many Front 
members are complaining bitterly that the 
new leadership does not have the bottle for 
confrontation. The fiascos at Sheffield and 
elsewhere have done nothing to dispel this 
view. So Ian Anderson and comrades have 
decided to put on their bowver boots and try 
to recreate the heyday of the NF. 

In recent weeks in the Greater London 
area a stream of attacks has taken place. In 
Croydon the Front has coupled heavy 
leafletting of the large Waddon council 
estate with physical assaults on left-wing 
paper sellers in Thornton Heath and the 
centre of Croydon. There have been at least 
two attacks in the borough on CND 


. cuts, called fo 
called on British parties t 
lashed the Common ! 


aid to the Third World and ; 
didn’t think Britain pla 
_ ‘Ulster loyalists oul 





members’ cars which have been damaged 
and overturned. A Warehouse Theatre 
production about a black soldier in 
Northern Ireland was disrupted with smoke 
bombs. The attacks spread into nearby 
Streatham where a Labour Party stall was 
attacked, and Wimbledon where a CND 
meeting was disrupted. A number of forays 
have been made by Fronters in Kent and at 
Charlton, in south east London, a meeting 
addressed by Labour MP Stuart Holland 
was attacked. The Kent and south east 
London activities may well involve former 
British Movement heavies and jailbirds 
Matt Morgan and Nicky Crane, who are 
now both roadies for Ian Stewart’s band 
Skrewdriver. This band, as _ previously 
reported in Searchlight, acts as a cover for 
the Front’s self-styled instant response 
units. 

Ian Anderson himself, in a bid to stop 
complaints from the street fighting elements 
of the Front that he is a middle class wally, 
has taken to joining in the odd foray 
against Asian shops in east London, just to 
show he is one of the boys. But since the 
recent police raid on his home he awaits 
with some trepidation a second knock on 
the door. This time we understand it may 
bring a warrant for his arrest, and word has 
it he is not looking forward to sharing a cell 
with Joe Pearce, who, if Martin Webster is 
to be believed, has some unsavoury habits. 

At the end of the day all they may 
succeed in doing is kicking their way into a 
cell. 


EVEN Martin Webster must 
have found it difficult to 
suppress a wry smile when he 


read the introduction to a 


recent NF Directorate 

statement about his sacning 
as the party's Activities 
Organiser last December. It 
read: 

“It has been impossible to issue this 
statement until now because certain 
disciplinary actions have been pending 
against Martin Webster and it was felt 
that such a statement would unfairly 
prejudice his chances of getting a fair 
hearing at any Disciplinary Tribunal, 
We have, therefore, refrained from 
issuing this statement in order to ensure 
fair play”. 

-™ to Webster must have sounded 
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pretty rich after his unceremonious and 


arguably unlawful sacking at the hands 
of the emergent Strasserite faction, led 


by Nick Griffin, Joe Pearce and lan 


Anderson, who are now in control of the 
Front. 


Their document lists the usual 


catalogue of complaints against 


Webster: his over-bearing personality, 
his furious temper, his determination to 


control every aspect of the party’s work © 


and his failure to do his job. 
These arguments are wearing 


increasingly thin, however, and many 


members can’t help contrasting the 
public activities of the Front under 
Webster’s leadership with its pathetic 
public profile under the juvenile 
Strasserites. There is also a considerable 


residue of sympathy for Webster who, [| 


for all his faults, is seen by many as 
‘someone who has dedicated his life to 
the movement and who deserved better 
treatment. 
incensed at the news that Webster was 


strung along with a promise that he 
would be put in charge of a new right- 


wing publishing house. 


Such feelings were reflected at the 
Front’s recent annual dinner, where the - 


attendance was only half its usual 


number, where most of those present — 


Below: various statements in Webster's 


paper war. Above: Webster cultivates 
the Patrick Moore look. 


STATEVENT BY YR JAVES SAWYER, CHATS¥AN OF THE ELECTION OFFICES AT THE 2963 
DIRECTORATE ELECTIONS 





On Saturday 10th September 1983 T attended 50 Pavaons Road, Croydon in the 
company of severel other people vho vere ballot counters in the elections to the 
National Directorate for vhich there vere 6 va 
that day. Originally planned for « 2,00 p.m. 
delayed for about 1} hours oving to a Directorate meting. 

‘Although T vas Chairman of the Election Officers, as T have teen for at least 
the last five year a 
such elections. The 
nusbered 2), 2) & 3). As 18 usual I circulated periodically between the three 
tables assurring myself that everything vas proceeding properly. Martin Webster 
vas present, but that 1s his right as a candidate and tvo other candidates vere 
also present. 

In previous yoars, and in Vartin Webster's talk, ve have 


yncement they vere unavoidably 


nade it abundantly 

clear that thooe people alloved to attend and observe mist not interfere vith the 

AL vork of the ballot counters and must not touch the ballot papers. The rule being 

that if they see something amiss they aust drav 
action to me. 

About three-quarters of the vay tl 


ay attention to it and leave any 


gh the ballot T returned to the ground 
re the five 5 \ablie vas situated for 
front ground floor room I observed 
Dv Martin vebater 
“G papers thumbing through thea in such a vay that he 
person vho had sent in the ballot paper and also his on nase (vhich appears at the 
bottom of the ballot paper) and whether or not a vote had been recorded for him, 
T renonatrated vith his, he ¢! m0 and announced that he had every right 
to do vnat he was doing, Although T vas furious vith hia, as he had laid dow 
the ballot papers, I said no gore, although it crossed ay mind to throv in ny 
resignation 


Stowe: se are Janes Savyor 


Dated: 29th February 1984 


could see both the nase of the 


They are particularly 


were young and inexperienced, and 
where only about £50 was raised through 


the collection. They could normally 
expect to see several hundred pounds 
_ coughed up at this event. 


At the same time, some are 
increasingly concerned that if Webster is 
not placated (and he has already issued 
writs against the entire Directorate) he 


may go to Fleet St and call down 


devastating publicity upon the Front. 


Some have said that the damage done by 


Ray Hill to other groups might pale into 
insignificance alongside the havoc that 
an all-knowing Martin Webster could 


weak upon the NF. 


Martin Webster, 
5 Almeric Road, Battersea, London, SW11 1HL. 
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Can of worms — will the Tories ever 





TRY as they might, the Tory 
Party’s leaders just cannot get the 
scandal of their failure to deal with 
extremist infiltration to go away. 
Every time they relax, believing that 
the waters have stilled, someone 
comes along with a long pole and 
stirs up the whole murky pond 
again. And, invariably, those 
stirring it up are the very right- 
wingers that everyone is screaming 
at them to sort out. 


Take, for instance, the case of Edward 
Du Cann. When, in the wake of the 
Panorama furore, it was pointed out to him 
that the secret racist group Tory Action had 
been claiming him as one of theirs, he 
denied it totally. He had never heard of 
Tory Action, he told The Guardian. Then 
along came the latest issue of Tory Action’s 
Round Robin. Its editor and leader George 
K. Young clearly has no time for 
“‘fainthearts’? and broadcasts again his 
claim that Du Cann, chairman of the 
party’s influential 1922 Committee of 


backbench MPs, was indeed involved: ‘‘Du 


TORY ACTION 


ROUND ROBIN No. 20 


Enfin! 
since 


We're still alive! 
the PANORAMA affair. 


wriggle out? 


exactly been a torchbearer for moderation 
in the Club. A research assistant to pro- 
repatriation MP Harvey Proctor, he 
became closely associated with Proctor’s 
own hardline views on race, and indeed, 
they co-authored three Monday Club 


publications on immigration and 
repatriation. As the Monday Club itself has 
pointed out following his resignation, 
Pinniger also wrote articles arguing for the 
same pro-repatriation policy, and addressed 
the party conference on the same theme. 
They also point out that he never expressed 
any disagreement with established Club 
policy on race. 

Behind the row appears to have been the 
imminent disciplining of Pinniger by the 
Club following his involvement in the 
secretive Camberley Group, which, 
Monday Club leaders suggest, was 
scheming to take over the Club and shove it 
further to the right. Pinniger’s resignation, 
they say, was designed simply to pre-empt 
his own expulsion. 

Three other Club members resigned 
shortly after Pinniger. One of these, Simon 
McIlwaine, had, like Pinniger, been 
suspended from membership since early 
March for his part in Camberley Group 


Winter 1983/4 


Thank you for your staunch letters of support 
s Only four fainthearts have crawled for cover 
while Du Cann of Worms says he has never heard of us. 


Curious that we have 


his letters on file and he accepted an invitation to our Annual Reception. 
Aber gruss mich nicht Unter den Landen. And that's not Hitler but Heine! 


24.2.84. 


Cann of worms says he has never heard of 
us’’, Young writes. ‘‘Curious that we have 
his letters on file and he accepted an 
invitation to our Annual Reception’’. 

We await, eagerly, news of Mr Du 
Cann’s writ being served upon the short- 
fused old MI6 chief George Young. 

Another can of worms prised open by the 
right was the recent public row over 
infiltration of the Monday Club by 
extremists. It was sparked off by the public 
resignation of the Club’s Political Adviser 
John Pinniger, followed shortly afterwards 
by three more well-publicised departures. If 
statements to the press were to be believed, 
they were prompted by the shock of 
discovering racists and extremists in the 
Club’s ranks. Pinniger announced that he 
was protesting at the Club’s drift towards 
‘‘authoritarianism, degeneracy and 
corruption’’. 

But things are not always what they 
seem. John Pinniger, in fact, has never 


6 





activities. He too, it is said, might well have 
been expelled had he not resigned. A 
Monday Club statement said: ‘‘This 
carefully orchestrated press campaign by 
Mr Pinniger and his colleagues is plainly 
designed to cover up the fact that the 
Monday Club has acted to suspend him and 
certain associates from membership, with a 
view to possible expulsion, as a result of 
evidence of a clandestine and unethical plot 
within the past four months to take over the 
Club. That he would plan such a takeover 
plainly demonstrates that his outrage at the 
Club’s policies is fake and that his current 
manoeuvres are simply an attempt to 
destroy that which he cannot control’’. 

Others allegedly involved in the 
Camberley Group include Camberley 
councillor Ian Fotheringham, and the black 
secretary of the Club’s Immigration 
Committee, Derek Laud. 

Fotheringham, also on the Immigration 
Committee, had hoped to become deputy 


mayor of Surrey Heath in the near future. 
He admits to ‘‘deep views on the racial 
situation’’, and told a newspaper, ‘‘Ever 
since Hitler and his stupid ideas on racial 
supremacy, people want to ignore racial 
characteristics, but they are important, very 
important. 

‘Tl am not a man of action, but I hope my 
words and thoughts will stir others into 
action’’. 

What action, he was asked. 

‘“‘Compulsory repatriation’’, he 
exclaimed. 

The Conservative Party’s Central Office 
dirty tricks department has, it must be said, 
been working hard to draw the sting from 
charges of extremist infiltration. Two 
recent efforts stand out. 

The first was a planted double page 
feature in the Daily Mail entitled ‘Lies, 
Damned Lies . . . and Panorama’. It was 
quite simply, a tissue of fabrication, 
invention and distortion of which even the 
Daily Mail should be quite ashamed. The 
Tories leaked to the paper the list of 
questions which he had earlier submitted to 
the BBC for answers — and which had been 
fully answered by Panorama to the entire 
satisfaction of the BBC’s Director General. 

The Mail also stooped to calling in low- 
life witnesses like National Socialist Action 
Party leader Tony Malski, in its scurrilous 
efforts to rubbish Panorama. The timing 
was impeccable as well: the leak came just 
after writs had been issued against the BBC 
by MPs named in Panorama’s programme. 
It was extremely difficult, therefore, for the 
BBC to respond to the Mail without 
prejudicing any defence it might later offer 
in court. 

The other propaganda exercise was a 
much publicised statement in late March 
that the party was to conduct ‘‘a searching 
review’’ of its election candidates. 
Informed articles in the press revealed that 
nine extremists had been identified on the 
party’s list of parliamentary candidates, 
and another thirty amongst applicants to be 
put on the list. 

But this is still largely cosmetic, and 
Gummer refused to acknowledge that the 
greater threat exists at local level, and was 
illustrated neatly only days later by the 
news that a former NF member had been 
selected as a council candidate in Basildon, 
Essex. Young Conservative Tim Hall, 
chosen to contest Nethermayne Ward, had 
been involved with the NF for about a year 
before going to university. He joined the 
Tories four years ago — just when 
hundreds of other NF members, dispirited 
by their party’s pathetic general election 
performance, drifted to the Conservatives. 

According to the Basildon Conservative 
Association, Hall had been through a 
“‘tough selection procedure and we are fully 
aware of this member’s association with 
this organisation’’. They claim his views 
have now changed radically and are in line 
with Conservative policy. 


Tame and the untamed 


WHEN Searchlight revealed, some 
time ago, the links between the Anti- 
Soviet Society and the far-right 
Russian emigre group NTS, the 
connection was enough to prompt a 
serious split in the Libertarian Alliance 
with which Chris Tame and other ASS 
members were associated. A number of 
long-standing LA members, after 
confirming for themselves 
Searchlight’s allegations that NTS had 
a fascist history and had collaborated 
with the nazis during the invasion of 
the Soviet Union, insisted that the 
relationship with NTS should end. 

Tame and a pro-NTS faction resisted and 
a split took place. Tame retained control of 
the Alternative Bookshop in London, 
which had been home base for both the 
ASS and the Libertarian Alliance, and 
carried on running his own Libertarian 
Alliance International. His departing 
opponents formed Libertarian Alliance Ltd 
and carried on publishing the group’s 
journal Free Life. 

But Tame’s extreme right contacts were 
not limited to the NTS. Information from 
the United States now shows that he has 
also been associated with American 
libertarians who enjoy a close and friendly 
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relationship with leading historical 
revisionists like the anti-semitic Willis 
Carto, and former NF editor Dave 
McCalden. 

The link is through Tame’s involvement 
with a journal called New Libertarian, 
edited from Long Beach, California, by its 
‘creator’? Samuel Edward Konkin III. 
Tame is listed as the journal’s ‘‘Assistant 
editor for UK and Europe’’. 

Konkin has for some years had an 
association with the Institute for Historical 
Review, and addressed its annual 
‘revisionist’? conference on a number of 
occasions. IHR was, of course, set up by 
Willis Carto, anti-semitic editor of the far- 
right paper Spotlight, at the instigation of 
expatriate British fascist Dave McCalden, 
to propagate a number of revisionist themes 
— not least of all the claim that the history 
of the Holocaust is a Jewish hoax. In the 
early days McCalden, using the name Lewis 
Brandon, was the institute’s director. 

Having risen to be editor of the NF paper 
Britain First in the mid-1970s, McCalden 
left with John Kingsley Read and the 
National Party split-off in 1976. Later, he 
emigrated to the United States and settled 
in California where he got involved with 
Carto and his Liberty Lobby organisation. 

In an article in New Libertarian in 1982, 
Konkin makes clear his attitude to the 
Institute and its leaders. ‘‘Under 
McCalden’s_ fairly independent 
leadership’, he says, ‘‘it was a much 
vilified but mostly positive force for truth in 
causes and reasons for warfare’. This was 
during a period when ‘‘many things the 
IHR were involved with were heroic, some 
were not, and the valiant play for attention 
of the reward for proof of deliberate 
extermination of minorities by the Third 
Reich | statists was tremendous 
publicity’’. This stunt, where McCalden 


behalf of the truth . . . had been left a near 
pariah and penniless ... His continued 
dedication to Revisionism, whatever his 
current deviations, remains inspirational, 
and his experiences render him nearly 
unstoppable’’. 

This particular period of McCalden’s 
unsavoury political career included, it 
should be remembered, the publication in 
1982 of his book Exiles From History, an 
obscene attack upon Jewish people and 
their history (reviewed in Searchlight 96). 
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The link between New Libertarian and 
the revisionists goes further, however, than 
just Konkin. One of its contributing editors 
is James J. Martin, another regular speaker 
at IHR conferences since 1981. The IHR 
itself describes him as one of its founders 
and he is listed as a member of the Editorial 
Advisory Committee of its Journal for 
Historical Review — as is New Libertarian 
editor Samuel E. Konkin III. 

Chris Tame, however, becomes indignant 
when asked about his association with the 
likes of Martin and Konkin. He is currently 
developing an elaborate theory that 
Searchlight is out to ruin him; a theory 
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$50,000 Auschwitz Reward Unclaimed; 
“‘“Gas Chambers’’ Myth Continues to Crumble 


by KEITH STIMELY 


None Could Prove 
Auschwitz Claims 


possible to forensically determine such by 
examination of a body so affected. And if 
some six million (or 
forty million, as vari 
it) were murdered t 
extant at least one s 





publicly offered a $50,000 reward for proof 
of the Holocaust, involved the IHR in 
lengthy and costly legal action when they 
refused to pay over the reward to a former 
concentration camp inmate Mel 
Mermelstein. 

McCalden and Carto eventually parted 
company, with McCalden going on to 
publish his own revisionist newsletter. In 
this, Konkin admits that he assisted ‘‘on 
type and advertising’’ but the venture was 
fraught with difficulty. Konkin wrote: 
*“*Dave McCalden, for his heroic efforts on 


KITTY HART 

The second claim to come in was that of 
Mrs. Kitty Hart (nee Felix), of 67 Carless 
Avenue, Birmingham, B17 9BN, England. 
Mrs. Hart has for years been a leading ligttt 


evant (the reward being for proof of gas 
chambers at Auschwitz), and further aside 
from the fact that the IHR would hardly rule 
of a citation of a 
svertheless inter- 
se this particular 
he Steiner article 


of the burgeoning “*survivor industry." She 
has written a book, lectured extensively, and 


which one of his associates (claiming, of all 
things, that we are anti-semitic) has been 
peddling to the American Embassy and the 
Israeli Embassy. 

On the one occasion that Mr Tame 
responded to our enquiries about Konkin 
he insisted that he was not an editor of New 
Libertarian, but only a contributor. When 
we tried to press him further, and ask him 
what steps he would now take to stop New 
Libertarian describing him as an editor, he 
simply yelled, ‘‘You must be joking’’ and 
slammed down the telephone. 


Neither Worldly nor WISE 


After the ordeal of being exposed to 
millions of television viewers by the 
BBC Panorama programme ‘‘Maggie’s 
militant tendency’’ as a thorough going 
bunch of racists and anti-semites, 
WISE (Welsh, Irish, Scots, English) 
decided it was time to move on to new 
pastures for their most recent meeting. 
So, at the end of March, fifty assorted 
ultra right-wing Tories, with well 
known conspiracy theorists like Don 
Martin of the British League of Rights 
and racists Joy Page and Lady Jane 
Birdwood in attendance, assembled at 
Central Hall, Westminster. 


The title of the meeting was ‘‘Worldly 
WISE” and the speaker was James Lewis, 
who chaired the previous WISE meeting 
filmed by the BBC. Lewis spoke in the 
usual manner about sinister alien controls 
without naming Jews directly, but at each 
utterance about faceless people the 
audience responded with its usual cries of 


approval. He also spent a fair amount of 
time agreeing with long statements from the 
floor by Don Martin, made under the guise 
of questions. 

In the chair Ms Joan Mason had trouble 
with National Fronters in the audience who 
were decrying the line taken by Lewis in 
response to demands for advice from a 
member of the audience who claimed that 
he lived in Brixton where 90 per cent of the 
children at his child’s school were black and 
80 per cent of the teachers were Marxists. 
Lewis told the man to move away. 

Mason also had trouble with the press 
and photographers. Some were excluded at 
the outset of the meeting, but one old 
gentleman, who appeared to have an ally in 
the meeting in the form of one Miss Raffin, 
a well known racialist, was saved by his 
friend’s intervention from an angry mob 
objecting to him photographing the 
audience, and was then heavily leaned upon 
to surrender his film after another 
argument. Only the entry of the police into 
the hall seems to have saved him from a 


stato 





James Lewis. 


worse fate. 

As usual the National Front did a roaring 
trade selling publications at the door, and 
found no difficulty in selling to the right- 
wing Conservatives in the audience. From 
both the size and the spirit of the meeting it 
seems that WISE is not too happy an outfit 
these days. 


nD 


Anti-communist banker whose investors saw red! 


Towards the end of the Nixon 
administration with its move towards 
seeking some form of understanding with 
the Soviet and Chinese governments, and 
later under the presidency of Jimmy Carter, 
there was a distinct running down of the 
cold war machine. A number of cold 
warriors were sacked or retired from the 
CIA, and organisations like Radio Free 
Europe found themselves very much 
outside the official orbit at least as far as 
funding was concerned. America has 
always treated anti-communism as much 
like a business as a political crusade and 
many people have jumped onto this 
bandwagon over the years. Some wanted to 
fill their pockets, others just to ingratiate 
themselves with any government which 
shared their hysterical fears of ‘‘world 
communism’’ and any of its manifestations 
— whether this be free health care or equal 
opportunities for blacks and women. 

The Reagan years in office have brought 
out of the closet a lot of the old acts on the 
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Alex Herbage. 
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““reds under the beds’’ scene plus a few new 
ones. Among the front runners of the new 
boys comes Alex ‘‘Fats’’ Herbage, who 
pops up wearing a number of hats — the 
Pilgrim Trust, its publication the 
Mayflower Pilgrim and the International 
Newsletter Association. Herbage also 
sponsors the Thomas Paine awards for 
defending the ‘‘freedom and political safety 
of the West’’. 

Last summer Herbage held a three-day 
conference in Winchester under the 
auspices of the International Newsletter 
Association. He did the whole bit, with the 
Mayor attending the opening session, 
medieval banquets in the evenings and 
displays of jousting on the lawns. The 
Thomas Paine prizes in the forms of medals 
were awarded to a number of 
internationally renowned people. They 
included former West German chancellor 
Willy Brandt and comedian Danny Kaye 
for his work with UNICEF on behalf of 
children. It came as no surprise to 
Searchlight that neither of these two 
gentlemen were present to pick up their 
awards. However, at least one of the 
recipients sent along one of his lackeys to 
collect his award, namely Dr Ku Cheng 
Kang, the Taiwanese chairman of the 
World Anti-Communist League (WACL), 
a group with international nazi and racist 
connections. And surprise, surprise, the 
keynote address was delivered by General 
Sir Walter Walker, long known to our 
readers as a bastion of the far right and one 
time organiser of Civil Assistance, 
otherwise known as Unison, a strike- 
breaking anti-Labour private army he set 
up in the ’70s. 

The editors of the International 
Newsletter Association appeared to 
represent two types of publication: firstly 


the traditional American anti-communist 
newsletters which believe that leading 
American personalities from Martin Luther 
King to Jimmy Carter were tools of the 
communist conspiracy; and secondly, a 
series of newsheets which give advice on 
financial investment. It is the latter 
publications which must have a warm place 
in Mr Herbage’s heart. For many years he 
has run a series of off-shore investment 
companies similar to those run by Bernie 
Cornfeld. Herbage was in the habit of 
putting the names of respected people such 
as accountants and solicitors on his headed 
paper to give potential investors an 
impression that the companies had solidity 
and stability and could be trusted with their 
savings and pension plans. Unfortunately 
for the punters, the first that some of the 
respectable people on the headed paper 
knew about any connection with Herbage’s 
grandiose schemes was when it was drawn 
to their attention by a growing number of 
people who were losing every penny by way 
of these investments. Way back in 1966 the 
fat man — he weighs in at around 23 stone 
— was sent to prison for six months for a 
rather subtle fraud via a company named 
Eurotrust. He was declared bankrupt, from 
which he was later discharged. 

Today Britain has the benefit of Mr 
Herbage’s presence once again and he has 
set up an outfit entitled the Sutton Manor 
International Arts Centre, a trust endowed 
by Mr and Mrs Herbage via their Swiss- 
based Sutman Trust. A lot of people who 
invested and lost very large sums in Fats’ 
earlier ventures might be happier to hear 
less of his cant about defending our rights 
in the West, and endowing modern arts 
centres, and instead to see a few bob of 
their long-gone money back in their 
pockets. 





COMMON PLACE 
THOUGHTS 


IN mid-March, Colin Welch was robbed of a 
large amount of personal effects in the 
street, including a case containing the latest 
of his weekly “centrepieces” for The 
Spectator. Now, Mr Welch, a High Tory of 
the Peterhouse school (he was an 
undergraduate at that very Cambridge 
college) is well known for his view that the 
modern generation (or more accurately, all 
modern generations back to, including, nay 
principally that which achieved adulthood 
in the 1960s) is/are defined by a lack of 
those basic disciplines and habits of which 
keeping a carbon of everything you write — 
in a safe place separate from the top copy — 
is surely one. But it is not our purpose 
cheaply to gloat: for Mr Welch lost several 
volumes of noted quotations, assembled 
over 40 years and described as his 
commonplace books, and we have every 
sympathy with this irreplaceable loss. 

What it’s harder to sympathise with is Mr 
Welch’s attitude to the thief, “a tall, high- 
stepping young black”, whose reaction to 
Mr Welch's books is speculatively described 
thus: 

“| imagine him, his woolly head haloed 
with newly acquired Walkman headphones 
injecting reggae into its vacant recesses, 
puzzling over ‘dis Mistah Josselan Stevan’, 
or ploughing bewildered through the wit 
and wisdom of Goethe, say, or Peacock; 
‘who dis Rebbren Dr Fulliutt? And who dis 


Goydah?’” 

We predicted that the accession of 
Charles Moore to the editorship of The 
Spectator might produce changes: Mr 
Moore is well-known as the author of the 
anti West Indian pamphlet “The Old People 
of Lambeth”. But in fact this unpleasant 
piece of invective (Mr Welch’s, that is) 
jumped the gun, appearing in The Spectator 
a week before Mr Moore took over. 


*% * * 
GETTING IT WRONG 


AND Roger Scruton himself seems to be 
unable to leave race alone. His Salisbury 
Review publishes an article by a Bradford 
headmaster alleging that Asian children 
don’t speak English well enough not to drag 
down educational standards, and that 
“educational ambition and the values that 
support it are conspicuously absent” in ‘‘the 
vast majority of West Indian homes”. Asked 
why he chose Salisbury Review, the 
headmaster said that “it might as well have 
been Marxism Today’, which might be true 
from his point of view but not, one 
suspects, from that of the publishers of that 
distinguished journal. 

Not to be outshone, Scruton’s own Jimes 
column returned to the race theme for the 
third time in three months. His latest piece 
(3.4.84) argues that anti-racists do not 
concern themselves “with the principal 
form of European racism: hatred of the 
Jews”, and that the reason for this is that it 
serves the interests of Soviet propaganda to 
ignore “the greatest racial crime in history”. 

For Scruton, who publishes articles like 
the above quoted, and others calling for 
compulsory repatriation of black people, to 
lecture anti-racists about anything is pretty 
rich. But let us be clear: anti-semitism, 
although of course not nearly so 


widespread as anti-black racism anywhere 
in Western Europe, does still exist, in fascist 
organisations like the National Front, the 
League of St George and its continental 
equivalents. 

But the credit for exposing the continued 
anti-semitism of the fascist right cannot, 
sadly, be ascribed to Roger Scruton or the 
hard non-fascist right, nor to the liberal 
centre (who rejected such an idea for most 
of the ‘70s). No, unfortunately (for Dr 
Scruton), the people who have done most 
to expose and attack the fascist right on the 
issue of anti-semitism are the very left-wing 
anti-racists whom he so despises. 


% % * 


MORE OF YOUNG MOORE 


SPEAKING of whom, Moore has been 
moonlighting already, scribing a piece for 
the house magazine of the rich and 
congenital, Harper’s and Queen. His piece is 
titled ‘All the Right Men” and consists of a 
quick canter round the prominent 
personalities of the New Right: including 
(natch) Welch himself, Roger Scruton, John 
Casey, Edward Norman and Maurice 
Cowling, most of them Peterhouse men and 
all familiar to assiduous Searchiight readers. 

What's odd is that Mr Moore — who so 
obviously aspires to become one of their 
number — should make so clear what is 
going on, and why Harper’s is such a good 
place to describe it. ‘Ideas last longer than 
clothes”, he begins, “but both follow 
fashion”. Or, as he concludes, “the fashion 
is undemanding, and therefore more fun”. 
In between, he describes a group of 
Cambridge “intellectuals” who dress up in 
Edwardian costume, enjoy 7he Triumph of 
the Will and have posters of Franco on their 
walls. 

Sounds like a barrel of laughs. 








Now that Ray Hill, our contact of the last 
five years, has gone public, we are free to 
publish all sorts of bits and pieces that came 
his way during that time, but which his 
security has prevented us from using 
before. 

Digest, for instance, the following 
extracts from a letter he received some time 
ago from Leicester solicitor, nazi and gun- 
runner, Anthony Reed Herbert. It concerns 
the profit Reed Herbert made from the sale 
of the NF’s Leicester headquarters, bought 
from members’ donations, which helped 
finance Reed Herbert’s exile to Ireland after 
his ill-fated appearance on World in Action 
back in 1981. 

Clearly he did not think too highly of 
some of his erstwhile comrades, and in 
particular, Peter Ash the former British 
Democratic Party printer and a shareholder 
in the ill-fated headquarters venture. 

. Firstly | am quite satisfied that 90 per 
cent of what discontent is around has been 
initiated, prompted and fanned constantly by 
Ash, That man, as you know yourself Ray, is a 
total failure in every sense, business, personal 
and political. He has for years to a large extent 
lived off his wife’s earnings and in the latter year 
off me. Both last year and this year, my 
embroidery business has provided every penny 
virtually going into that house, and for about a 


year, in return for use of Ash’s garage, | paid 
every single household bill, electric, rent, rates, 
gas (even though there was no supply in the 
workshop), phone, etc., etc., plus he had further 
payment as well. Little wonder that, at the end of 
last year they could afford to spend £700 plus on 
a videorecorder. Not only that, for over two 
years | supplied Ash with a vehicle free which / 
taxed, insured and serviced. Thanks to me he 
got National Front printing work which would 
have gone elsewhere plus all the BDP printing. 
All was done for reasons of politics, 
convenience, friendship, etc. 

When, however, the shit hit the fan in the 
shape of the Granada TV frame and things 
became financially difficult for me with the 
collapse of my legal business, and the 
embroidery business had to move for planning 
and other reasons, the cornucopia ended and 
Ash began to realise that the Reed-Herbert 
welfare state was largely over. Instead going out 
and getting a job of work or otherwise earning a 
living the useless, idle bastard spent his time 
frittering what was left of his income away on his 
ludicrous horse racing ‘system’ and regaling 
anyone who would listen with the treachery, 
dishonesty and repulsiveness of Tony Reed- 
Herbert who had quite unreasonably decided 
that he wanted to escape Granada’s frame, stay 
out of prison and start a new life and had thus 
stopped totally providing for poor Peter Ash’’ 


y 


yy 





“Hey Searchlight, not me — take Tyndall's 
photo. If you think he looks miserable, wait 
until he finds out I’m a mole”. (Ray Hiil, 
1982.) 
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The Ray Hill story: 1 — The Terrorist Connection 
Bologna — Munich — Paris — London 


THE INTERNATIONA 


TRAIL OF TERROR . . 


FROM his return from emigration to South Africa in 1979, 
until he finally went public several weeks ago, Ray Hill, 


one of Britain's 


leading nazis, 


was working for 


Searchlight. Of all his invaluable work during those five 
years, perhaps the most important was the part he 


played 


in uncovering a major 


part of the nazi 


movement's own ‘Terror International’. 


Following the murderous nazi 
bomb attacks in Bologna, Munich 
and Paris in 1980, it became clear 
that there existed a network of 
European nazi fanatics dedicated to 
achieving their aims through 
violence. Ray Hill managed to work 
his way into this network, and was 
responsible, in no small part, not 
just for exposing the individuals 
involved, but actually in preventing 
attacks of this kind taking place in 
Britain. 

His introduction into what became 
known as ‘The Terror Network’ came 
through the Hancock family in 


Brighton. They were already established 
as leading figures on the British right by 


virtue of their printing operation, which © 


turned out periodicals for all the main 
nazi groups in this country, as well as 
huge quantities of ‘revisionist’ literature, 
in many languages, for groups all over 
Europe. 

As a trusted leader of British 
Movement, Hill was invited to spend a 
weekend with the Hancocks in Brighton 
early in 1981. He discovered he was not 
the only houseguest that weekend: also 
there was a Frenchman, Alex Oumow, 
a member of the banned French nazi 
group FANE and cousin of former 


Monday Club member John Ormowe. 


Below: Ray Hill in Belgium with Oumow. Above right: Anthony Hancock. 


Oumow was well known to 
Hancocks, but had also built up a clo: 
relationship with Steve Brady, — 
International Liaison Officer for 
League of St George. 

In conversation with Hill, Oumow 


made it clear that efforts were already in — 


progress to build covert links between 
violent right-wingers on the contin 


and their British comrades. He had 


already established a liaison with Tony 
Malski, then still a member of the British _ 
Movement, and told Hill that if any _ 
‘sensitive’ information had to be passed __ 
to the French ‘comrades’, it could be — 
sent through an associate of Malski’s, _ 
Samantha Flynn, then living ina flatin _ 


Camden. Flynn, it appears, was not | 
aware that she had been selected forthis _ 


particular role, but she was close to 
Malski, and indeed, later shared a house 
with fellow BM member John Deighton, 
on the same council estate as Malski in 
Watford. She was also particularly cl 

to Keith Thompson of the League of 
George. Flynn dropped out of BM n 
long afterwards, and Hill never had 
cause to call on her for assistance. _ 

At the time of Hill’s introduction 
to Oumow, FANE leader Marc 
Frederiksen faced charges in France 
which might have led to his 
imprisonment, so plans were being I: 
to get him to safety. __ 

Oumow asked Hill directly if he co 
provide a safe house in. England » 
Frederiksen should the need arise. | 
said he could, but was ‘never act ally 
asked to do so. - 

Towards the end of fer weekend 
together, Oumow suggested that it 
might be useful if Hill spent a little time 


in Paris meeting some of ‘the French _ 





comrades’. This visit was to open the _ 


door to ‘the Terror Network’. 
_ The occasion chosen was the 
anniversary of Hitler’s birthday in April 
1981. Hill’s trip would combine discreet 
meetings, and a birthday party to 
honour the Fithrer, given by FANE’s 
_ elite members. It was to be a weekend to 
remember. 
In Paris, Hill was put up at the flat of 
Vietnamese-born FANE member Yann 
_ Tran Long, in Rue Morice, Clichy, a 
suburb of the French capital. This 
apartment, it soon became clear, was 
not just a meeting point for nazis, but a 
safehouse for wanted killers and an 
armoury where guns and ammunition 
could be bought. 


_ The Hitler birthday party, held in a 
smart restaurant owned by a 


sympathiser, was attended by former 
Vichy government minister Charles 
_ Pettit, FANE leader Frederiksen, Alex 
Oumow, Tran Long, and about 30-40 
_ others, including some Germans. During 
the evening, Hill was canvassed about 
the possibility of staging a major 
terrorist attack at the Notting Hill 
Carnival the following August Bank 
Holiday. 

_ Those proposing the idea seemed well 
acquainted with the details of earlier 
terror attacks in Europe — particularly 


Yann Tran Long and Hill in London. 


the bombing of the Munich 
Oktoberfest six months earlier when a 
young nazi, Gundolf Kohler, died 
planting a bomb which killed thirteen 
other people. His death, Hill was told, 
was quite deliberate. Kohler had been 
told that the device was timed to go off 
30 minutes later than it actually did. His 
death meant that those planning the 
attack did not have to run the risks of 
carrying it out themselves, as well as 
ensuring that there were no witnesses to 
the plot outside of their own small, 
closed circle. If Notting Hill was 
bombed, they told Hill, no-one of any 
real value to the movement should be 
used for the operation, and they should 
perish along with their intended victims. 

Hill was offered any equipment, 
explosives, detonators or timing devices, 
necessary to construct a suitcase bomb, 
similar to that used at Bologna. It was 
impressed upon him that after the spate 
of bombings on the Continent it was 
now the turn of ‘the English comrades’ 
to show their worth. The man selected to 
organise the attack was Tony Malski, 
and Hill was asked to convey the 
thoughts of the French and German 
nazis to him. He agreed to do so. 

Back in England, Hill arranged a 
meeting with Malski and passed on the 


Alex Oumow and Steven Brady leave Hancock's “safehouse” at 19a Madeira Place, 
Brighton. 


message. To his astonishment, Malski 
replied that he would need only 
detonators. He already had access to 
explosives and knew how to make timing 
devices. 

Sitting at the kitchen table in his 
council house, Malski dismantled a wrist 
watch and showed Hill how it could be 
used to make a timing device. 

All the time, of course, Hill was 
reporting back to Searchlight. When it 
became apparent that the attack would 
go ahead, Special Branch were informed 
of Malski’s Spring Bank Holiday travel 
plans, when he intended to visit Paris 


and collect from Yann Tran Long’s 


Clichy flat the detonators he needed. _ 

Two years later, during the making of 
The Other Face of Terror for Channel 4, 
a conversation between Hill and Malski 
at a west London pub was bugged and 


recorded. Malski told how he had been © ; 


stopped leaving England, and warned 
off. Police told him that they knew the 
purpose of his trip, and that he should 
not bring any ‘‘gear’’ back with him. So 
he didn’t. 

At the time however, it was not clear 
whether he had brought the detonators 
back or not. On the ‘phone to Hill, 
Malski was extremely guarded, and Hill 
only knew that Malski was safely back in 
England. It had to be assumed, as he 
had not been picked up at Dover as 
promised, that he had successfully 
brought back the last remaining 
component for his Notting Hill bomb. 

Although Hill’s cover would be put 
at risk, Searchlight decided that the 
danger of an attack was now so great 
that it had to be exposed to make sure 
that it was aborted. The story was 
passed to the Daily Mirror. Malski was 
driven into a frenzy by the resulting 
publicity, but it at least ensured that the 
operation was called off. Fortunately 
Hill was net suspected of being the 
source of the leak, and his activities for 
Searchlight carried on much as before. 

But there was another, probably 
successful, attempt to get the detonators 
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cs nee _ _ 
‘The following ieuiay, Hill’ Pe ‘ 


pee jomed. 
Ata cafe in Kings cos he told 
that he had brough a box of detonator: 


with him, and that he could provide _ 
other weapons for sale. He gave Hilla _ 
price list, in his own handwriting, which — 


quoted prices for detonators, guns, sub- 
- machine guns and ammunition. He also 
let on that he was visiting other British 


nazis and had already seen Malski_ and 


Ian Souter Clarence. 
Again, the information was passed on 


to Special Branch, who this time took 
action and visited him at his bedsit in 
According to his 


West London. 
landlord, however, they did not exactly 





KLAUS BARBIE, BUTCHER OF 
LYONS 

by Tom Bower (Michael Joseph 
£10.95). 


It was Bolivia’s sudden and by no 
means guaranteed return to democracy 
in 1982 which brought Klaus Barbie, 
the ‘‘Butcher of Lyons’’, to the end of 
the road. After years of protection, 
first from the occupying American 
forces in Germany after the war, and 
later from successive military regimes 
in Bolivia, Barbie found himself 
bundled on to a plane and flown back 
to France. There he now awaits trial 
for his war crimes. 

Tom Bower’s impressive investigation of 
Barbie’s life chronicles in great and often 
upsetting detail his career of terror, lasting 
from his early days deporting Jews in 
occupied Holland to death camps, through 
’ to his final year as a strong-arm man for 
Bolivia’s military rulers. 

It began when he joined the SS in 1935. 
After his work in Holland, he was posted to 
France, to Lyons, where he led a savage 
campaign against the French resistance. His 
greatest coup was the capture of Jean 
Moulin, a resistance leader who would 
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‘Hill returned to the flat in. 


ly 
. ae the making of The Other Face’ 


’ Terror. Wired for sound, he visited Tre 


Long unexpectedly on a Saturd: 
morning. He was made welcome, 

- soon guns were being produced for 
examination. He was offered lugers, . 
magnum rifles, 
rifles. ‘‘It is always good to pave guns”’ 

} said Tran Long. 


and semi-automati 


Not long ahlerwards, Freach police 


— raided the flat. The guns had gone, b 


they did find something of interes 
_ Spanish fascist, Lorenzo Martinez, on 


e the run from a long gaol sentence for the 
_ murder of two communists in Madric 


to bet < n * fferen 
European countries, he told Hill that . 


good friend of his, Klaus Uhl, had been _ 


killed in Germany. Uhl, a member of the 
now banned VSBD, led by Friedhelm 


Busse, died in a gun battle with police © 


who tried to stop a gang of nazis on their 


way to carry out an armed bank | 


robbery. 
It is now known that Uhl had been a 


frequent guest at Tran a flat which 7 


Hill had — 


certainly have been a major figure in post- 
war French politics, and who died, under 
torture, at the hands of Klaus Barbie. 

It is quite clear from Bower’s evidence 
that Barbie was no simple soldier obeying 
orders. He both took pleasure in, and 
looked forward to, torturing his victims. 
Sometimes his enthusiasm was a problem: 
Moulin died because Barbie was eager to 
break him and make him talk before he was 
handed over to the Gestapo in Paris as 
ordered. 


“Rat line” 


At the end of the war Barbie struck lucky. 
Despite being included on several allied 
wanted lists for his crimes, he was able to 
take advantage of the drift towards the 
Cold War to sell his talents and information 
to the American Counter Intelligence 
Corps. He was protected by their belief that 
his usefulness as a source of intelligence on 
the Soviet-occupied territories, and on the 
communist party in Bavaria, far 
outweighed any benefit to be gained from 
prosecuting him for war crimes. Elaborate 
ploys were developed to prevent him being 
handed over to the French. 

But French pressure became too great 
and in 1951 he and his family went down 
the ‘‘rat line’, an American army escape 
route, and travelled, via Italy, to Bolivia, 
where he settled under the name of Klaus 
Altmann. 

In the following years Barbie established 
a close relationship with the Bolivian 
military leaders who periodically replaced 
one another as heads of state, and became 
both rich and influential. From simple 
commercial deals sponsored by the 
government, he moved on to arms 


He was quickly extradited back to 


Spain. 


_ There is now no question that had it 


not been for Ray Hill, Notting Hill - 
- would have been added to Bologna, _ 
Munich and Paris in the post-war 
catalogue of major nazi atrocities. We _ 
were just very lucky that the man chosen © 
to communicate between French and 


England, 1 was Ray Hill. 
the trail of terror, oe rt 


NEXT MONTH: The ‘safehous 





trafficking, and, finally, to forming a nazi 
death squad which eliminated dozens of 
cocaine dealers and consolidated the whole 
trade in the hands of Barbie’s military 
masters. This squad, the ‘‘Fiances of 
Death’’ was made up of expatriate, second 
generation, European nazis, who fled 
abroad when the military regime collapsed 
in 1982, a collapse which, coupled with 
severe pressure from France thanks to the 
efforts of lawyers and nazi hunters Beate 
and Serge Klarsfeld, led to Barbie’s own 
expulsion and return to France. 

There are many in France, chief amongst 
them those of Barbie’s Lyons informers 
who have never been identified, who view 
his forthcoming trial with trepidation. It 
may well be that there is much yet to be 
written about Barbie, but there is no doubt 
that Tom Bower’s book makes an excellent 
beginning. 


Klaus Barbie. 





RECAP No. 26 


two major components of nazi by the Nordicists. If the ougentciers 


phy were: (1) a belief in a | 


hh conspiracy which sought 
id power (see Recaps 1-3); and 
2) a belief that Race was. all- 
important in human affairs. 
__ Although the conspiracy theory was 
largely confined to dedicated party 
members, the belief in Race was 
much more widely spread, 
especially in academic and 
_ intellectual circles. 
In essentials, a belief in Race is based 
upon _the assumption that different 
social groups li.e. blacks, Jews, 
_ Germans etc.) have different underlying 
biological qualities, and that such 
biological factors cause the groups to 
have | fundamentally | different 
_ temperaments and abilities. This belief, 
which sought to explain history and 
_ politics in terms of biology, was popular 
_ amongst academics in Europe and the 


if ooeled. Aryan Race, was especially 

popular in Germany. 

_. One school of academics to support 

‘these racist notions were the 

enicists; the German Eugenics 
founded in 1905 by Professor 
joetz, was devoted to research 


nger race. The Sisente idea was that 
ly the ‘racially healthy’ would be 


| allowed to procreate. Ploetz himself was 
involved with a number of groups like 


Deutschbund which were devoted to pro- 
Aryan and anti-semitic enterprises. 

The journal of the German eugenics 
society was Archiv fiir Rassen- und 
_ Gesellschaftsbiologie, which attracted the 

support of many high-ranking 
academics, especially biologists and 
physical anthropologists. Many of these 
academics became supporters of the 
nazi movement, believing that Hitler was 
_ the only German politician likely to put 
_ eugenic ideas into practice, by wiping 
out the biologically inferior strains of 
humanity. 
One of the editors of Archiv fiir Rassen 
_ was Professor Falk-Alfred Ruttke, who 


was a lawyer. It was Ruttke who drafted 


the infamous Nuremberg Laws, which 

enshrined racist philosophy by 
forbidding inter-marriage between Jews 

and Aryans. Another editor, Ernst Ridin, 

Professor of Psychiatry at the University 

of Munich, collaborated with Ruttke on 

mber of works praising the eugenic 
of the Nuremburg Laws. in 

Ridin was awarded special 
_medals by Hitler on his 65th and 70th 
birthdays. The editorial board of Archiv 

_ fir Rassen also contained Dr Arthur 


_ Giitt, who was a Ministerialdirektor in 


the Race-Department of the Ministry of 
the Interior and was on the staff of the 
Reichsfihrer SS. Hitler was godfather to 


Git’ $ son. 


| The eugenicists were joined in creating 
: the intellectual climate for the Holocaust 


specialised in formulating pseudo- 
scientific theories about the dangers of 


weakening the biology of the race, the 
Nordicists spent their time concocting 


elaborate theories about various races. 
The career of one of the most prominent 
of these theorists, Hans F.K. Giinther, 
illustrates just how compromised the 
academic racists were with the nazis. 

Giinther’s works like Rassenkunde des 
Deutschen Volkes gained a wide 
readership in Germany. In this work, as 
in his other widely read books like 7he 
Racial Elements of European History, 
Ginther outlined his theories about the 
worth of Nordic racial purity and the 
perils of Jewish contamination: “The 
influence of the Jewish spirit, and 
influence won through economic 
preponderance, brings with it the very 
greatest danger for the life of the 
European peoples and the North 
American peoples alike’. 

As well as having a wide popular 
audience, Gunther rose high in academic 

circles. He was elected to a_ full 
professorship at the University of Jena in 
1930, and later moved to the University 
of Berlin. His works were praised by the 
Rector of Berlin University, Eugen 
Fischer, an eminent and ‘respectable’ 
race-scientist with a world-wide 


reputation, who nevertheless expressed _ 
support for Hitler in the earliest days of 


the nazi regime. 


Ginther was the deputy editor of an 


academic journal published in Stuttgart 


between 1935, two years after Hitler 
came to power, and 1944. Zeitschrift fur 
Rassenkunde, as its title suggests, 
specialised in scientific studies of race. 
Many distinguished German physical 
anthropologists contributed to the 
journal and so did a number of foreign 
academics. Most contributions to 
Zeitschrift fur Rassenkunde were of a 
technical nature, looking at racial 
differences using scientific procedures. 


At the same time Zeitschrift fur 
Rassenkunde regularly reviewed books of | 


an explicitly pro-nazi stance. 
Gltinther himself also used ‘to 
contribute to nazi magazines, (for 


example Veues Volk, published by the — 
Politics | 


nazi party's ‘Radical 


“Academic oe 
the nazi theorists 


Department’ and suited by Watt Gro 


who like Ginther was 


Pp _ 
Berlin University and a fanatical ant 


-semite). His work was much admired 


leading nazi politicians, like Alfred 


Rosenberg. head of Hitler's Foreign 
Political Office and later Reich Minister ; 


for the Occupied Eastern Regions. 
In February 1941, Rosenberg formally 


honoured Ginther presenting him with __ 


the ‘Goethe Medal’. 
Ginther: “Your work has been of the 


Rosenberg told | 


utmost importance for the safeguarding __ 


and development of the National 
Socialist VWeltanschauung” (reported in 
the nazi newspaper Vo/kischer Beobachter, 
16 February, 1941). 

Ginther, 


inaugural conference arranged for 
Rosenberg's creation, the Frankfurt 
Institute for Research into the Jewish 
Question, in March 1941. The 
proceedings of the conference were 
uniformly anti-semitic. 
colleague at the University of Berlin, 
Walter Gross, set the tone in his address 


together with Eugen 
Fischer, was a guest of honour at the | 


Ginther's 


entitled ‘The Racial-Political Premises of __ 


Solving the Jewish Question’. His 


‘solution’ was in keeping with the mood 


of the Fiihrer: 


“We look upon Jewry as quite a realistic 


phenomenon which was exceptionally 


__ clever in matters of earthly life but which 


likewise is subject to historical death. 


_as far as the historical phenomenon of the 
_ dew in Europe is concerned, we believe _ 
that this hour of death has come 


mrevocably”, 


Rosenberg invited Gunther to he 
International Anti-Jewish Congress in 
1944, which was due to be attended by 
nazi top brass such as von Ribbentrop 


and Goebbels. 
situation, the Congress was cancelled at 


the last moment and Gunther was 
unable to deliver his paper ‘The invasion - 


of the Jews into the cultural life of the 
nations’. : 


‘After the war Gunther was stripped of 


his university posts, in common with a 
number of the most notorious academic 
racists. Removed from academic life, he 


continued writing and expounding his _ 


racist views until his death in 1967. If his 
ideas were no longer fashionable in 


Owing to the war | 


respectable academic circles, a new — . 


forum needed to be found. 


in 1967 the Northem Lecgue. wae 
established by a British anthropologist _ 


Roger Pearson; this organisation was 


devoted to preserving the cultural 
aspects of fascism, just as groups like | 


the National Front were preserving its 


political aspects. Above all, the Northern __ 
League was to be the intellectual wing of __ 


post-war fascism, where Nordicist and 
extreme eugenicists could find a 
congenial home. One of the earliest 
members was Hans GUnther. As was the 


case before the war, Nordicism was to _ 


be closely linked to political action, and — 


the Northern League, which was never 
intended to be a mere debating society, 
was to have its more — sides. : 
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ROUND-UP 





SWEDEN 


Nazis on murder 
charge 








Two men connected to the Swedish 
right-wing nazi sect THE NORDIC 
REICH PARTY (NRP) were charged 
with murder in mid-March. Both men 
have confessed. 

37-year-old Mr Ake Noord was murdered 
in his Stockholm apartment in the early 
hours of 9 November 1983. As soon as the 
body was found, police suspected the 
murder to be connected to political circles. 
The victim was strangled to death after 
being brutally tortured. Among other 
things, a swastika was cut into his chest. 


Ake Noord’s chest after nazi torturers’ 
handiwork. 


But Mr Noord, who worked as a waiter 
in the very exclusive male club The 
Companions in a fashionable Stockholm 
area, was not known to have any 
connections with any particular political 
‘ group. Police could not find any apparent 
reason for the killing, and for some time an 
innocent friend of the victim was held in 
custody under suspicion. 

But luck ran out for the two murderers; 
one of them was arrested only a week after 
the murder but in completely different 
circumstances. He was held for fraud. 
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When accused of the murder, the two 
men confessed they had tortured and killed 
Mr Noord because ‘‘they needed money’’ 
and followed the victim to his apartment 
from a restaurant he usually went to after 
finishing work for the night. 

One of the two men is a long time 
member of the Nordic Reich Party and an 
acquaintance of the infamous ‘‘Swedish 
Fiihrer Goran Assar Oredsson, leader of 
the NRP. 

At the home of the murderer numerous 
articles were found linking him to the nazi 
sect; among them portraits of Adolf Hitler 
and a swastika banner bought from the 
NRP. He is also known to have contributed 
generously and regularly to the NRP Party 
Fund. 

According to the NRP-fiihrer, the 
27-year-old murderer will ‘‘no longer be 
allowed to be a member’’. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Deathsquads linked 
to WACL 


In a series of hard-hitting articles in the 
Washington Post, the well-known 
journalist Jack Anderson has brought 
to light new information about the 
murderous Latin American death 
squads and their connections with the 
CIA and the extreme right-wing World 
Anti-Communist League (WACL). 

Based in part on an interview with a 
death squad leader in Honduras, Anderson 
claims that the squads are all part of a 
continent-wide murder organisation, ‘La 
Mano Blanco’ (The White Hand) and that 
they also have political front organisations, 
of which the overall co-ordinator is the 
Latin American Anti-Communist 
Confederation (CAL), the Mexico-based 
Latin American section of the World Anti- 
Communist League. 

Tracing the squads back to the CIA’s 
funding of right-wingers in Guatemala in 
the early ’50s and claiming that this funding 
continues, Anderson went on to note how, 
under the influence of CAL and others, the 
WACL moved in the ’70s from being an 
extreme conservative organisation to one 
that harbours numerous neo-fascists. 

Shortly after the articles began, the 
WACL at an emergency meeting in Taiwan 
decided to expel CAL on the grounds of its 
anti-semitism. The leader of its US section, 
former General John Singlaub, told 





journalists that the CAL ‘‘even accused the 
Pope of being Jewish’’ and that, although it 
had been expelled for anti-semitism, he 
wouldn’t be at all surprised if the death 
squad allegations were true. 





Professor Raymundo Guerrero, founding 
President of the Mexican Anti-communist 
Confederation and ex-president of the 
WACL. 





Terrorists jailed 


Four members of the extreme right Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) have been 
sentenced to life imprisonment by a 
Bologna court for the 1980 murder of a 
prosecutor, Mario Amato. 

Amato, who had been investigating the 
activities of extreme-right terrorists, was 
gunned down in the street by two men as he 
went to work. He had earlier complained of 
inadequate police protection. 


WEST GERMANY 


Demonstration 
against SS reunion 


Thousands demonstrated recently in the 
holiday resort of Oberaula against a 
reunion of members of the Waffen SS, the 
crack nazi force declared a criminal 
organisation at the Nuremburg war crimes 


tribunal. The 400 participants in the 
“‘Deathshead’ armoured division gathering 
were outnumbered by 4,000 demonstrators, 
and the local mayor announced that the SS 
veterans would not be allowed to meet in 
the village next year. 


Nazi flees trial 


Neo nazi leader Michael Kuehnen has failed 
to appear in court at Flensburg to face 
charges of distributing illegal nazi 


propaganda. He is believed to have fled to 
Switzerland. 


Michael Kuhnen. 


USA 





Moonies to launch 
national daily 


Two years after the launch of the 
Washington Times, the right-wing daily 
produced by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon’s 
Unification Church, plans are well 
advanced for it to be sold nationwide. 
Frequently the recipient of exclusive White 
House interviews, the Washington Times 
aims to be available in most of the country 
by late 1985. 





LETTERS 





Dear Searchlight, 

In reference to your article ‘Front Gets 
SAS-style military training’, you made one 
error — stating Skrewdriver are an Oi! 
band. 

Skrewdriver have never been, and never 
will be, included on any Oi! album. They 
are a skinhead band, but skinhead is not 
synonymous with Oi! which is a distinct 
form of music. Madness were a skinhead 
band but they weren’t an Oi! band. 

Skrewdriver, ironically, are basically an 
r&b band, and not a very good one either. 

I write with this information because the 
thoughtless linking of Oi! music with 
fascism is playing right into the Front’s 
grimy hands, and constantly undoes the 
work I, and the Oi! Organising Committee, 
have done to not only shift Oi! away from 
any hint of fascism but turn it into a 
positively socialist movement. 

The last three Oi!: albums have featured 
anti-nazi and pro-left groups ranging from 
Prole! to Garry Johnson and Attila The 
Stockbroker. We are also busy setting up a 
benefit tour for blacklisted building 
workers with Red Action. 

None of the leading Oi! bands are in 
anyway nazi. Burial are solid Labour. The 
Oppressed are anti-nazi. Prole! are left of 
Labour. The Anti-Social Workers support 
Red Action. Garry Johnson is left of 
Labour. Attila supports Red Action. The 
Newtown Neurotics are left of Labour. 
Nick Toxteth, another poet, is SWP. And I 
myself am a member of the Labour Party. 

Even outside of Oi! the biggest selling 
and best known skinhead bands are left- 
wing, for example the excellent Redskins or 
their SWP comrade poet Seething Wells, 
who would tell you, at some length, how 
the anti-racist feeling amongst skinheads is 
much stronger and wider spread than direct 
exposure to the fascist filth who pollute 
London’s streets (but hardly ever come 
from London) would have you believe. 

Keep up the good work, 

Garry Bushell, 

London. 


MANAGING EDITOR 


Searchlight magazine is seeking a Managing Editor. The job 
calls for a mature person with management skills and a 
journalistic background. A knowledge of Far Right Politics, 
Racism and Fascism is essential. 


The job will be funded by the Greater London Council and 
the initial appointment is for one year. Salary by negotiation. 
_ Applications, including CV, should be forwarded to 
Searchlight Publishing Limited, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London W1M 8JR. 


Searchlight 
Employer. 


Publishing 


is an Equal 


Opportunities 





The recent decision by the NCCL to 
give advice to the National Front 
has prompted various black groups 
to protest. A number of them have 
signed the following letter to the 
NCCE: 

Dear Mr. Gostin, 

We write this letter as black 
groups and individuals in protest at 
your decision to give legal help and 
advice to the fascist National Front. 

Irrespective of your ‘soul- 
searching’ and ‘digging deep into 
civil liberties instincts’ to adopt a 
concerned neutralist stance, your 
attitude and action actually aid and 
abet the fascists and fascist 
ideology. In taking this stance you 
also show the classic dilemma facing 
white liberal organisations for 
whom freedom of speech and 
similar philosophical and abstract 
debates override any other values. 

When you talk of civil rights for nazis, 
you are talking of giving rights to those 
people whose first and foremost basic 
ideology is the denial of these self same 
rights for black people. In the context of 
the NF’s proposed march through 
Wakefield, should you in the comforts 
of your Central London headquarters 
forget it, the whole intention behind 
such marches is to create a climate of 
intimidation and harassment for black 
people, abusing them, assaulting them 
and seeking to deny them the most basic 
of human rights — the right to freedom 
of life. Which right do you prefer to put 
first — the right to freedom of speech 
for fascists or the right of black people 
to be able to walk the street without 
fear? These two rights are irreconcilable 
— if black people are to be given the 
right to move around freely without fear 
of harassment from fascists then it 
demands that fascist groups are not 
allowed a platform for free speech or 
support in any way whatsoever. Perhaps 
the NCCL as a ‘civil liberties’ group 
should also be aware that if fascist 
groups like the NF ever come to power 
the first thing they would do would be to 
take away those rights which the NCCL 
so proudly profess to cherish. 

What is for the NCCL an abstract and 
academic question is a matter of life and 
death for black people. While the NCCL 
can carry on with its moral agonising 
black people will continue to fight 
against fascism and state racism, not as a 
matter of choice but as one of sheer 
survival. We feel it important to remove 
the cloak of liberalism that surrounds 
groups like the NCCL and recognise 
who ultimately in the fight against 
fascism we can rely upon. 


Yours sincerely, 

Black Campaign Against the Police Bill 
Hackney Legal Defence Campaign 
Newham Asian Youth Movement 
Sheffield Asian Youth Movement 
Black People Against Racist Research 
Karia Press 

Leicester Black Workers Group 
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Desperate fascists resort 


to nostalgia 


Fascists can only regard the present with 
horror. The future must seem even worse. 
Therefore the ever-decreasing band of 
racial comrades and assorted loonies is 
looking back to the past with their Aryan- 
white-tinted spectacles. 

We do not refer to those fascists, like the 
supporters of Oswald Mosley, whose only 
business is to have seen better days. Issue after 
issue of Action!, which is Sir Oswald’s legacy, 
headlines some fatuous remark which fifty years 
ago escaped the bad tempered lips of the old 
fascist; January’s issue continues the tradition 
and decorates its front page with a picture of 
young Mosley, gripping the lapels of his lounge 
suite and jutting out his chin for the benefit of 
the camera. They don’t make poses quite like 
that nowadays. 

The nostalgia which is gripping the younger 
generation of fascists is slightly different. It’s a 
more ideological nostalgia, which paradoxically 
is attempting to muscle in on contemporary 
concerns for the environment. Nationalism 
Today, the “‘radical voice’ of the far-from- 
radical National Front, sets the tone by adopting 
a green trim for its latest issue (Number 20). The 
editorial is entitled ‘‘On the Green Front’’ and 
announces that ‘“‘From now on, Nationalism 
Today will put more emphasis on environmental 
issues especially since, as Nationalists, we have 
an idealistic and moral duty to protect our 
heritage’’. 

The centre pages of the ‘‘radical voice’ are 
devoted to matters green. Articles which could 
have been clipped from respectable environ- 
mentalist magazines are to be found there; the 
pollution of lakes and forests by ‘‘acid rain’’ is 
detailed, and so are the dangers of the lead 
content in petrol, as well as the destruction of 
hedgerows by modern farming methods. Not a 
hint here of the direct racist violence which is the 
major theme of Bulldog, also produced by the 
National Front, (the latest issue continues the 
tradition of giving the addresses and telephone 
numbers of ‘‘commie councillors’’ and ‘‘a nasty 
little Jewess’’). 

The green environmentalism of Nationalism 
Today has, like much environmentalism, a 
nostalgic theme; ‘‘Britain’s ancient woodlands’ 
are being chopped down and the “‘destruction of 
our heritage’ is the ‘‘warped yet inescapable 
logic of a System that has made short-term profit 
into its God’’. There’s even a hint of radicalism 
as the profit motive is blamed for the failure to 
legislate for lead-free petrol: ‘‘How much longer 
must Britain suffer from Tory stupidity and 
Capitalist greed?”’ 

Unknit your brows, Searchlight readers, who 


ACTION! 


might have similarly green views. Yes, there isa 
difference between the environmentalism of 
Nationalism Today and that of yourselves. 
Listen closely to the editorial, and not so radical, 
tones of NT. 

The first paragraph states that “‘man must 
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again learn to live in harmony with the forces of 
nature instead of waging constant war against 
them’’: well, not too bad, except for the 
masculine grammar, and for the open question 
of what living in harmony means. The fine 
phrase gets a slightly clearer focus in the fourth 
paragraph when we are told that “‘Modern man 
has been uprooted from the soil and placed in an 
artificial concrete world’. Modern man? So 
perhaps not so modern man (and that indication 
of gender recurs) achieved the desired harmony. 

Paragraph five drops a further hint: ‘‘The 
British people have foresaken the old ways of 
life, which was simple, but which conferred upon 
them happiness, fulfilment and, above all, 
freedom’’. So it’s not just a matter of preserving 
broad-leafed forests, or removing the soap 
bubbles from Scottish lochs. It’s all to do with 
“the old ways’, which must be rediscovered 
otherwise we are ‘‘going to bequeath to future 
generations of our Race a world which is drained 
of wildlife and poisoned with chemicals’’. There 
it is: the ambiguous grammar of masculinity has 
been cashed in for the overt semantics of ‘Race’. 


NATIO 
TO 






The Radical Voice of 
British Nationalism 





Then it’s back to gender with the comments 
that ‘Man lives in far closer unity than he 
realises’? and ‘‘our mother earth has been 
ruthlessly exploited’’; by now we’re in the last 
paragraph and on the way to the concluding 
sentence: ‘Finally, it is up to us to build up a 
Britain where the people are united by the eternal 
bonds of blood and soil’. 

“Blood and soil’? — that’s Blut und Boden in 
German and that was a central part of nazi 
philosophy. Not a simple-minded environ- 
mentalism, Blut und Boden was the crazy belief 
that there were mystical ties between the racial 
blood and the earth: in plain language, Germany 
(Britain) for the pure Germans (British), kick out 
the foreigners and blame the Jews for the cities. 
Then in a Germany (Britain) free of Jews and 
other non-Aryans, sit back and listen to the 
birdies chirping on the trees. 

John Tyndall, the do-it-yourself Fihrer of the 
British National Party, is never one to be 
outdone, and the March issue of his magazine 
Spearhead is full of the twitters from the 
hedgerow. One article complains that ‘‘countless 
hedgerows have been ripped up during the last 
thirty years’? and complains about “fertilisers, 
pesticides and weed-killers’’. Moreover, ancient 
buildings are being knocked down in the cities. 
Again, it’s all a matter of Race: ‘*When you 
stroll through the historic parts of Britain’s 
towns, deep racial memories are kindled, linking 
us inexorably with the past’’. 

Another article, under the title ‘Britain needs a 
folk community’, takes up the theme of better 
days when the blood and soil harmonised in 
happiness. ‘‘Every state and every nation’’ is, 
apparently, a ‘‘folk community, that is, a 
community of people of common race’’. The 
happiness of the racial community is illustrated 





by a charming etching of ‘‘Merry England in 
Elizabethan day’’: the author explains: 
“‘Maypole dancing was a typical folk tradition. 
Then this country had a true sense of community 
rooted in common racial origin’. 

Whether or not one can expect to see the 
youthful racial comrades of today clumping 
around Maypoles with boots and close-cropped 
haircuts, we can see the latest band-waggon onto 
which they’re trying to scramble. 

The desperation of the fascists can also be seen 
in a curious publication, National 
Consciousness, issued by something called ‘The 
Institute of National Studies’. It represents 
nothing less than an attempt to create a 
respectable, intellectual and democratic form of 
nationalism (fascism). Its editors, John Henden 
and Paul Kingsley, assure their readers in each 
issue that they both possess university degrees 
and that both stand for ‘‘radical, democratic 
nationalism’’. In issue 11 the two graduates 
admit that at present there is little demand for 
democratic nationalism (just as there isn’t for 
atheistic catholicism or slow-footed 
greyhounds), nevertheless they predict that their 
present trickle of support “‘will one day become a 
river’’. Until the day when the Institute reaches 
Mississippi proportions, the graduates 
recommend that democracy can only be 
preserved by booting out those members who do 
not share their views: ‘“‘A body like the INS, 
which has taken its stand for radicalism and 
democracy, has no inhibitions about expelling 
Associates right left and centre if they are found 
e.g. to be opponents of democracy’’. 
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If the INS appears as a sanitised, and therefore 
neglected, form of fascism, one can note its 
recommended reading matter: apart from books 
on the ‘English Folk Dance’ and that sort of 
thing, there are publications from the Wessex 
Study Group, including a booklet The Myth of 
Marxism. This is a series of questions and 
answers about the evils of Marxism. Again an 
attempt is made to appear non-doctrinaire, and, 
above all, respectable. 

Question Thirty-Four asks what are the links 
between capitalism and communism. No blood 
curdling cry of ‘it’s the Jews, Jews, Jews’ for the 
respectable fascists, but some waffle about 
‘“‘Monopoly Capitalism’ and a recommendation 
to read A.K. Chesterton’s The New Unhappy 
Lords, for the details. 

Chesterton, of course, takes it all back to anti- 
semitism, as would be expected from Mosley’s 
former faithful follower and the first chairman 
of the National Front. But this is where we came 
in — and from where the goose-stepping eco- 
freaks and the democratic graduates have 
emerged and to where they always return. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF is launching a media monitoring project, financed by the Greater 
London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of any work 
already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being expanded to 
include work done by the project. This month, on page 19, we examine a lurch to the right on Channel 4. 





Locking up the Blacks more gently? 


Richard ‘Cartoon’ Campbell died whilst being held in Ashford Remand Centre. 
Diagnosed schizophrenic by the authorities because of his use of the Rastafarian 
‘language’ and his insistence that he had been framed by the police, Richard was 
found dead in his cell on 31 March 1980. He was only 19. 


At the inquest, the coroner, accepting the 
pathologist’s view that Richard died of 
‘‘dehydration due to schizophrenia’’, 
instructed the jury to return a verdict of 
death by self-neglect. When a member of 
the jury asked if a verdict of negligence by 
the authorities would not be more 
appropriate, he was told that there was no 
such verdict. 

Thanks to a vigorous campaign by the 
Friends and Family of Richard Campbell 
Committee this tragic death did not pass 
unnoticed — rather, it acted as a catalyst, 
exposing the brutality of the authorities, 
and momentarily placing the racism of the 
entire criminal justice system under the 
microscope. In November 1980, Battersea 
and Wandsworth Trades Council convened 
an independent enquiry into Richard’s 
death. A Labour MP told of the gloomy, 
Victorian conditions inside Ashford 
Remand Centre, inadequate medical 
provisions were exposed, and doctors gave 
evidence in direct contradiction to the 
pathologist’s. In fact, the enquiry 
concluded that Richard could have been 
saved at any point right up to his death, and 
that Ashford must bear full responsibility. 
It also queried the suitability of the drugs 


Largactil, Stemitil and Depixol prescribed 
to Richard. 

And the evidence collected went even 
further afield. The Black Prisoners Welfare 
Scheme told how four out of ten black 
youths serve some form of imprisonment 
before they reach the age of 21; concern 
was expressed at the alarming level of 
racist/fascist sympathy amongst prison 
officers; and the degrading treatment of 
Rastafarians was exposed. Abbena Simba 
Tolla, a 17-year-old Rastafarian, told the 
enquiry how she was consistently denied the 
right to express her religion whilst in 
Holloway prison and how she, like 
Campbell, was injected with drugs — 
Depixol being administered by injection 
into her buttocks whilst she was forcibly 
stripped and held across a table in full view 
of male prison officials (a_ terrible 
humiliation for a woman as§ strictly 
religious as Abbena). The enquiry also 
heard how Rasta Steve Thompson, 
diagnosed schizophrenic, was forcibly held 
down and tranquilised after being told that 
his locks were to be shorn off. 

Prison officers are now being instructed 
to be more ‘sensitive’ towards their ‘ethnic 
inmates’. In a circular sent out in January 








SPENCER. 
‘Don’t worry Chief — he’ll look better in his uniform!’ 





Cartoon in the magazine of the Prison Officers Association, December 1982, during a 
recruitment campaign for more black workers. 


1983 provision for the practice of minority 
religions has been made. Even 
Rastafarianism has received recognition — 
not as a religion though, but as a 
‘movement in its own right’ — and officers 
have been told that Rastas should be given 
the opportunity to retain their locks. Staff 
are being encouraged to cater for the 
dietary needs of black people and a 
campaign to recruit more black prison 
officers was recently launched (in fact it 
only resulted in two appointments). 


Ethnic monitoring — a prelude 
to dispersal 


Since 1981, official statistics released by the 
Home Office have detailed the numbers of 
black people within prisons, prisoners being 
categorised in one of ten different ethnic 
groupings (such statistics have actually been 
kept for a number of years now, but they 
are only just being officially released). 

Ethnic monitoring, says the Home Office 
in its Report on the Work of the Prison 
Department (1981), should make ‘‘it 
possible to assess such matters as the 
distribution of ethnic groups among 
different types of establishment to a greater 
degree of accuracy than is presently 
possible’’. The official argument, mirroring 
state immigration policy, is that the even 
distribution of blacks throughout the 
system makes for better race relations. 
What they mean is that racism is not the 
problem, but controlling black prisoners is. 

In the same report the Home Office, 
although adamant that there is no ‘racial 
problem’ within prisons, cannot avoid 
displaying anxiety about the dis- 
proportionate numbers of blacks, especially 
young black men, within certain 
institutions. At Ashford Remand Centre 
the black prison population has risen to 50 
per cent, it notes with alarm, and in youth 
offender establishments such as Rochester, 
Blantyre House and Dover, figures are now 
at 30 per cent. 

What the Home Office omits to mention 
is the threat that such numbers pose. Black 
prisoners played a major role in the prison 
demonstration of the 1970s and 1980s, for 
instance, in Hull in 1976, and at Gartree in 
1980 when black and white prisoners took 
over three wings in protest at the drugging 
of Michael Blake (the fact that Blake was a 
black prisoner was not mentioned at all by 
the press). After the Wormwood Scrubs 
‘disorders’ in April 1979, where black, Irish 
and prisoners from the East End united to 


(Continued on page 18) 
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protest against prison conditions (a protest 
that was subsequently broken by the 
MUFTI squad), an official enquiry by the 
Home Office noted the growing 
cohesiveness of blacks as a political force 
within prisons. This cohesiveness, they 
noted, bore no small ‘‘connection to the 
growth of black political consciousness over 
the last decade or so’’. 


Dispersal as punishment 


The dispersal of prisoners earmarked as 
ringleaders has become so commonplace as 
to pass unnoticed. In the case of black 
prisoners, the argument that dispersal is 
good for race relations and for black 
prisoners themselves can be adopted so that 
the real need to break up prisoners once 
solidarity has become a problem can be 
masked. Other measures include the 
reintroduction of elements of the notorious 
control units (which means long periods of 
solitary confinement, silence and sensory 
deprivation) and the use of metal body belts 
with padlocks and handcuffs on either side. 
The wide-scale drugging of ‘difficult’ 
prisoners continues unabated. At 
Maidstone, a young prisoner, Gary Low, 
who was injected with drugs has since 
suffered from involuntary shaking to the 
whole body even while asleep (New 
Statesman 11.11.83). And as petitions 
protesting new parole proposals circulated 
around another prison, a prisoner taken off 
the block was beaten and subjected to drug 
treatment (a further protest by several 
prisoners led to their ‘dispersal’). In 
Searchlight No.104 we reported on the case 
of Cirus Noor, prescribed Largactil whilst 
in Pentonville. Cirus has since been moved 
on a number of occasions (apparently he 
was removed from Camp Hill prison on the 
Isle of Wight for protesting at the treatment 
of an older black prisoner there). 

Such ‘solidarity’ between black prisoners 
is not new. The review of race relations 
policy in prisons instigated by the Home 
Secretary in May 1981 was prompted by a 
growing realisation of the strength of black 
protest and solidarity both in prisons and 
on the streets. Following this,- circular 
No.28 was issued to all prison departments 
setting out official policy on race relations 
and offering guidelines for its 
implementation. A two-day seminar was 
held in October 1981 for senior prison 
officers, representatives from the 
chaplaincy, prison psychologists, education 
and probation staff. Amongst subjects 
discussed was the appointment within each 
prison of a Race Relations Liaison Officer. 

The task of this new officer is to keep 
himself fully informed about the ‘race’ 





In February, all primary head 
teachers in Hackney received a 
circular from John Peck, 
superintendent of ‘G’ division, 
inviting them to a meeting at Stoke 
Newington police station on 14 
February. The meeting was to 
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situation in Britain and to pass on 
information to all staff. As Home Office 
circular No.28 indicated, his role is crucial 
if the new strategy being implemented by 
the Home Office is to succeed (the Home 
Office expected that 100 such appointments 
would be made by July ’82). For, in the face 
of a crisis-ridden system, it is his job to 
mediate with the wider community and to 
explain prison practices. 


New role for community 
relations councils 


But just who is ‘the wider community’ that 
these new liaison officers are expected to 
mediate with? Certainly not those 
organisations, welfare groups and defence 
campaigns who have consistently fought for 
the welfare of black prisoners. Rather, the 
Home Office urges governors to establish 
links with ‘‘ethnic minority leaders’’ 
through liaison with community relations 
councils (the Home Office is already 
working with the Commission for Racial 
Equality and each liaison officer has 
received packs including CRE fact sheets 
and papers about racial minorities). 

“Community relations councils can be 
useful not only in breaking down mistrust 
about how prisons are run, but also in 
bringing information and assistance to bear 
on problems of communication with some 
prisoners’, says the Home Office. The 
“communication problem’ is identified as 
stemming from ‘‘cultural mis- 
understanding’”’ inevitable where so many 
different ethnic groups are found together. 
The solution according to the Home Office 
is more education about ethnic cultures. Of 
course all this neatly side-steps the issue of 
racism — it doesn’t face up to questions 
like why are 20 per cent of the prison 
population black? Why are blacks ten times 
more likely to go on report than whites? 

The ludicrous side of the Home Office 
plan was demonstrated recently in Haringey 
where, in August of last year, some thirty 
senior prison officers from Camp Hill on 
the Isle of Wight were invited into the 
borough by the local CRO. Two top 
officials then visited Haringey again in 
January in order to learn how to ‘‘cope 
better with black prisoners’’. They visited 
schools, youth centres, stayed in the homes 
of black families, and dined with 
representatives of ‘‘ethnic minority 
communities’. According to the Governor 
of Camp Hill the visit was a resounding 
success: ‘‘I’ve learnt since coming to 
Haringey’, said Mr Stanley Brammell, 
“that it is black people’s way to often 
express themselves through gesticulation 
and raising their voices when they become 
excited’’. 


Hackney teachers expel 


discuss a planned open day at the 
station aimed at primary school 
children on 18 May 1984. The day 
would include a chance to see the 
mounted branch, the dog section 
(The Active Dog Unit have in recent 
months been responsible for 











“There are three crucial elements to the 
exposure of abuse inside prisons: 
prisoners’ collective action, the 
determination of the prisoners’ family 
and external community support. 
Everything else — MPs questions, legal 
or ‘civil liberties’ intervention, the 
European Court of Human Rights, 
television documentaries — is peripheral 
and secondary. Constant burning 
pressure must be applied from elsewhere 
if any of these are to be stirred into 
effective action. Even then, in most 
cases, the heat must not be so strong as 
to risk fingers getting burnt’’. (Extract 
from Frightened for my life: an account 
of deaths in British prisons by Geoff 
Coggan and Martin Walker.) 


In the long run, it will make small 
difference to Rastafarians whether or not 
their religion has been officially recognised 
— they will still suffer daily humiliations if 
they step outside the system, and, even if a 
Rasta doesn’t have his locks shorn off, he 
still runs the risk of being forcibly drugged 
and beaten. The point is that 
Rastafarianism poses a threat to the system 
not because it represents a set of dead 
cultural attributes but because as a living 
religion it is opposed to brutality and 
repression — it holds out the promise of 
organised political protest. 

But, by stressing the cultural attributes of 
blackness, the Home Office, drawing on 
‘ethnic’ policies already in practice in other 
fields of race relations, is attempting to 
undermine that cohesiveness of black 
prisoners that was noted with some alarm 
by the Home Office in their enquiry into the 
Wormwood Scrubs disorders. On another 
level, however, the Home Office, by 
establishing a practice of going to local 
CRCs for legitimation of its policies, is also 
attempting to isolate the prisoner from 
external community support. What the 
campaign surrounding Cartoon Campbell’s 
death did so effectively was to ensure that 
his case — from the day he stood up before 
the courts and alleged that he’d been 
criminalised to the day the coroner, 
ignoring the evidence of the black 
community, instructed the jury to pass a 
verdict of death by self-neglect — was 
treated as a political issue, a black issue, 
and an issue of racism. In effect, the black 
community was saying that Richard 
Campbell was not a criminal — he was a 
19-year-old youth caught up in a racist and 
brutal system. We must not allow these 
things to be forgotten. 


@ Many thanks to Geoff Coggan of PROP 
for his help in the preparation of this 
article. 


police 


injuring several people in Hackney) 
and an opportunity to play Sherlock 
Holmes in a ‘specially constructed 
serious crime’. Many teachers saw 
this proposal as insensitive, even 
macabre, given the notorious 
reputation of Stoke Newington 






police and, in particular, the death 
last year of Colin Roach in the 
station’s foyer. 

After the head of William Pattens’ 
Infants School showed the circular to 
her staff, a picket of Stoke Newington 
police station was planned. This 
followed an emergency union meeting 
where the head was urged to write to the 
police, decline the invitation and express 
shock at the insensitivity of the police 
suggestion. Staff also decided to take the 
matter to Hackney Teachers’ 
Association for further support. Around 
30 teachers attended the picket of Stoke 
Newington police station on 14 
February, the day of the planned 
meeting with the heads. In fact, only 
eight representatives from primary 
schools turned up for the meeting — 
three of these were persuaded to leave 
and one actually joined the picket line. 


POLICE LIAISON INTENSIFIES 


Since Scarman reported in 1981 and 
since Sir Kenneth Newman put into 
practice his ‘multi-agency’ approach to 
policing, police liaison with the 
education service has intensified. The 
police are anxious to project an image of 
themselves as friendly, concerned 
members of the community. However, 
with police entering schools, increasingly 
harassing schoolchildren and _ using 
information gleaned from confidential 
school files to criminalise black youth, 
the implications of Newman’s 
‘corporate strategy’ — how it affects the 
school’s credibility within the 
community — are becoming. apparent. 
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Police promotional stickers. 


As police racism no longer stops at the 
school gates, teachers can no longer 
afford to adopt an impartial stance. 

Open days and home beat officers 
dropping in, supposedly for a friendly 
chat, are all part of an informal 
approach to liaison. Primary children 
are now being encouraged to take part in 
panda quizzes, paint a policeman 
competitions; whereas, for secondary 
students, law and order packs which 
include a history of the British are in the 
pipeline. 


HACKNEY AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING 

This is not the first time Hackney 
teachers have taken a principled stand 
on police in schools. In 1979, following 
the death in Southall of local teacher 
Blair Peach, Hackney teachers decided 
to break links with the police. This was 
recently reaffirmed on the grounds that 
the police are racist. The importance of 
their decision, their swift action in 
mounting the picket cannot be too 
strongly stressed. Hackney is one of four 
London areas chosen by Newman for his 
neighbourhood policing experiment. 
Despite claims to the contrary, the 
experiment has not been a success. In 
October the London Programme 
revealed the more sinister side of 
Newman’s strategy. Brian Hilliard of 
Police Review warned that if Hackney 
did not want neighbourhood policing, 
then there would be no other alternative 
‘than the police become a continental 
type of force, a paramilitary body that is 
placed upon the community forcing it to 
obey the law’. 





Channel Four embraces radical right 


March 21 was International Anti- 
Racist Day. Channel 4’s Diverse 
Reports marked the occasion with a 
12-minute slot devoted to the views of 
a little-known Reaganite economist 
called Walter E. Williams. In the US 
Professor Williams is one of a small 
handful of black Reaganites, and 
he came to Channel 4’s attention after 
making a video for the Heritage 
Foundation, called ‘The State Against 
the Blacks’. In it he developed anti- 
union, anti-welfare ideas in relation to 
blacks in the States and denied that 
racism had ‘‘a- damn thing” to do with — 
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denial — taken up by + 





connection : 
fighting racism. _ But. the oie soon 
explained. The Jews, he told us,. fought 





labour too high, by trade unions who 
demand equal pay for blacks in order to 
keep them out of jobs. Their spirit of 
initiative is missing because of the effect of 
anti-capitalist propaganda disguised as 
education, and above all by the welfare 
state which, by paying to blacks in hand- 
outs more than blacks can earn, keeps them 
“slovenly, lazy, with poor attitudes’’. 
After his two-day stay at a hotel in 
Central London, with forays to Brixton 
street corners to film sullen and spiritless 
blacks, to a school to demonstrate anti- 
capitalist propaganda (‘‘you can’t treat 
human beings ti commodities”’ one 
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who tried to defend the Prof’s views against 
forceful criticism in the subsequent Right to 
Reply slot.) 

The prescription according to Williams is 
simple. If black labour is less marketable 
than white, employers should be allowed to 
pay less for it. If the principles of the free 
market were allowed to apply, blacks would 
find their own level there, and the missing 
spirit of enterprise would be reborn. 

No one, least of all the presenter, chose 
to ask why black labour should be less 
marketable than white; or how many black 
millionaires rose from the factories and the 
buses in the ’50s when black immigration 
responded to--free-market -forces;--or-how 
the Fri edm lanite-paradises-of Chile-and-the 
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for calling the slot ‘poor blacks’ and 
focusing exclusively on blacks was precisely 
to avoid such an examination, which could 
have led to some discomfiture for advocates 
of Friedmanite economics. Only with that 
question shoved firmly out of sight could 
the finger be pointed at bogeymen such as 
the race relations industry and the unions. 

For a white economist to be seen 
advocating the institutionalisation of lower 
wage structures for blacks on the basis that 
they are not capable of earning as much as 
whites, and the stopping of welfare to 
blacks on the basis that it encourages 
slovenliness, would have been seen 
immediately as the pure and unadulterated 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 


Sikh taxi driver murdered 








Mr Pardeep Singh Sangha, a mini-cab driver 
from Hounslow was found murdered in the 
passenger seat of his car near Heathrow airport. 
He had been stabbed repeatedly in the neck and 
head. Police are linking his murder with that of 
another black mini-cab driver Mr Stephen 
Sylvester who was found dead in the boot of his 
car in the terminal three car park at Heathrow 
last November. Police are assuming robbery and 
are denying that the murders have a racial 
motive. (Guardian 2.4.84.) 


Local councillor attacked 


Teacher and councillor James Shera was punched 
in the face and kicked in his wife’s restaurant 
after he had asked four men to moderate their 
language. Other customers did nothing as two of 
the men began throwing chairs and tables around 
and started shouting racist abuse at Mr Shera. 
(Coventry Evening Telegraph 1.3.84.) 


Attacked for ‘staring’ 


A Libyan man had to spend three weeks in 
hospital with severe facial injuries, broken bones 
and a punctured lung after three youths attacked 
him because he was staring at them. The youths 
were given youth custody sentences at Norwich 
Crown Court. (Eastern Evening News 20.3.84.) 


Tenant harassed 


Black tenants on the Mayville Estate in Stoke 
Newington, north London are the victims of 
racial harassment according to the estate’s 
tenants association. In the worst case a young 
black nurse and her seven-year-old daughter 
have had their windows broken nine times, 
abusive phone calls and excreta pushed through 
their letterbox. The Mayville Tenants 
Association have condemned all forms of racial 
harassment and have offered full support to 
anyone on the estate who needs it. (Islington 
Gazette 23.3.84.) 


Family fight off raiders 


An elderly Indian shopkeeper managed to fight 
off a gang of armed gunmen while his daughter 
pretended to call the police in the latest of a 
string of attacks on their shop. Sharminder 
Singhera said the family were determined to 
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racism it undeniably is. Perhaps that is why 
this low-budget programme ended up 
scouring the continents to come up with a 
black Reaganite and flying him from the US 
at a total cost of over £2,000, to propound 
the same views, and why-no prior publicity 
was given to the slot in spite of the expense. 

But the question that inevitably arises is 
why run such a piece at all, let alone for 
Anti-Racist Day? 

It is well known that Channel 4 has 
become very preoccupied with the idea of 
balance, and some producers have been 
urged to carry items with a right-wing bias 
to ‘counter’ the alleged left-wing bias in the 
first year of its operation. In fact Diverse 
Reports was commissioned as a politically 
acceptable alternative to the Friday 


remain where they were: ‘‘All we want is for 
people to accept that — they don’t have to like 
us, but let us live in peace’. (Thame & 
Risborough Times 25.2.84.) 


‘Boat’ family harassed 


A Vietnamese ‘boat’ family say that isolated 
incidents over the last two years have got worse 
in the last few weeks and their lives are being 
made miserable by the work of local vandals. 
Excreta, eggs and beans have been thrown at 
their home, windows and fences have been 
broken and their children have been the targets 
of racial abuse. (Northern Echo 29.3.84.) 


Racist attack on pupil 


Teachers at a Gloucester comprehensive school 
have set up a working party to prevent racist 
attacks from happening again after an Asian girl 
was seriously jostled and manhandled as she was 
leaving the school grounds. The two boys 
involved in the incident have been warned that 
any further occurrence of similar behaviour will 
lead to expulsion. (Western Daily Press 30.3.84.) 


POLICE 


Three police officers have been found guilty of 
disciplinary offences in connection with a 
complaint made by a 27-year-old black man who 
was forced to take down his trousers and 
underpants in the street after police stopped him 
in a routine motoring check. The man objected 
to being asked to turn out his pockets but was 
told he could be arrested. He was then told to 
drop his trousers and underpants and was 
threatened with arrest on suspicion of concealing 
drugs. He pleaded with police to search him in a 
police station but finally complied with their 
demand. Afterwards he burst into tears with 
anger and humiliation. The three officers 
concerned are appealing against the findings of 
guilt. (Deptford & Peckham Mercury 8.3.84.) 


Harassed by police 


After Flloyd Willoughby and his girlfriend were 
stopped and questioned by police he suspected 
they would not leave him alone so he rang 
Scotland Yard for help. Within minutes police 
arrived at his family home and burst in, kicking 
open a locked door and breaking furniture. The 
police claimed that a message had been wrongly 
transmitted and they thought a police officer was 
being held hostage in the house. Mr Willoughby 
says he is regularly subjected to racist abuse and 
though he is trying to keep out of trouble since he 
came out of prison, he is prevented from doing 
so by constant police attention. (/sl/ington 
Gazette 30.3.84.) 


Racist attacks monitored 





Gravesend police have been monitoring 
incidences of racial attacks for the past year. The 


Alternative, axed by Channel 4 in October 
1983 after heavy criticism of its leftist 
political stance. Channel 4’s Senior 
Commissioning Editor Liz Forgan has 
made no secret of her view that ‘‘the people 
who are thinking interesting things are on 
the radical right’. Perhaps her view 
influenced the appointment of Peter Clarke 
who describes himself as a ‘‘libertarian 
rightist’? as co-producer (and presenter) of 
Diverse Reports. For in recent weeks the 
programmes have covered the privatisation 
and fragmentation of London Transport, 
British Telecom and the arts. Guests have 
included Ferdinand Mount, famous for his 
role in Thatcher’s Family Policy Group, 
and Paul Johnson, who travelled from the 
New Statesman to the Tory Right. 


move was welcomed by Gravesend CRO Qadir 
Bakhsh who said he hoped this would go a long 
way to improving police responses. But he 
pointed out that though there had been many 
racist attacks in Gravesend the police had not 
been able to apprehend or prosecute a single 
assailant yet. (Gravesend & Dartford Reporter 
24.2.84.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Ayse Halil 


Junior Home Office Minister David Waddington 
said he would not reconsider the case of Ayse 
Halil, a Turkish Cypriot woman who wished to 
remain in south London with her British-born 
sons. (Deptford Mercury 29.3.84.) 


The Hasbudak family 


Mrs Kebire Hasbudak gave herself up to be 
deported after life for her and her two children 
— both British citizens — had become 
unbearable since her husband had been caught 
by police and deported to Turkey. The children 
— eight-year-old Zeynip and six-year-old Fatih 
— are taking their case to the European 
Commission for Human Rights. (The Standard 
2.4.84.) 

In a written statement to Hackney Council’s 
Police Committee, the Union of Turkish 
Workers has complained that police are 
operating a crackdown on illegal immigrants 
with the result that innocent families are being 
harassed by late-night raids on their homes. 
(Hackney Gazette 20.3.84.) 


MUHAMMAD MUST STAY! 


an 


DEMONSTRATE 


LONDON WEDNESDAY 9 MAY 
(For the appeal court hearing on 9 or 10 
May) 


Assemble: Temple Tube 11.30 am 


Organised by NALGO with the 
Muhammad Idrish Defence Campaign 


STOP THE DEPORTATIONS NOW! 





